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The Organized Bride’s Checklist
Countdown

___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___

12 Months Before
Settle the budget: decide who will pay for what.
Hire a wedding consultant.
Schedule your minister and begin premarital counseling.
Reserve wedding and reception sites.
Book the caterer, baker, florist, photographer, videographer, musicians and DJ.
Create the guest list.
Select and confirm your attendants.

8-10 Months Before
Reserve a block of hotel rooms for out-of-town guests.
Register with at least three gift registries.
Order your wedding gown.
Begin planning the honeymoon.
Order invitations and announcements.
Schedule an engagement photo session in time to have photos by month 6.
Begin planning the rehearsal dinner.
Meet with your florist for ideas. 

6-7 Months Before
Choose the men’s formal wear.
Order all the attendants’ dresses.
Select music for the ceremony and reception.
Send engagement announcement to newspapers.
Meet with the baker to choose the wedding cake and groom’s cake.
Choose your hairstyle.

4-5 Months Before
Meet with your florist to finalize decisions and place order.
Order all decorations not covered by florist, including rental items.
Order napkins and other reception necessities not covered by caterer.
Meet with the caterer to select menu.
Meet with a photographer and a videographer to select packages.
Meet with the musicians and DJ to finalize decisions.
Finalize honeymoon plans, make all the reservations, and order all tickets.

3 Months Before
Order wedding bands.
Purchase gifts for all the attendants and your fiancé.
Plan the seating arrangements for the rehearsal dinner and reception.
Make two appointments with your beautician – one for a trial run and one for your 
wedding day.

to Wedded 

BLISS
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2 Months Before
Mail the wedding invitations.
Finalize accommodation arrangements for out-of-town guests.
Submit all tuxedo sizes with the formal wear store.
Purchase your shoes, lingerie and other wedding-day accessories.

1 Month Before
Pick up wedding rings.
Complete all final fittings.
Have your bridal portrait taken.
Finalize plans for the rehearsal dinner.
Prepare all the necessary forms for name and address changes.
Have your programs printed.
Write thank-you notes as you receive gifts.

2 Weeks Before
Get the marriage license.
Give invitations to the rehearsal dinner.
Make sure you have all the clothes, shoes and accessories you’ll need before, during 
and after the wedding.
Buy clothes and supplies for the honeymoon.
Reconfirm honeymoon reservation and transportation plans.
Address announcements to mail on your wedding day.
Touch base with caterer, baker, florist, photographer, videographer, musicians and DJ.
Start “breaking in” your wedding shoes at home.
Create a wedding day schedule to hand out at the rehearsal.

1 Week Before
Provide the caterer with a final guest count. 
Throw or attend the bridesmaids’ party and give their gifts there.
Appoint someone not in the wedding party to handle last-minute concerns.
Try on everything you plan to wear the day of the wedding, including undergarments 
and jewelry.
Pack for the honeymoon.
Pack your wedding-day bag.

The Day Before
Relax! Enjoy the company of a few close friends and family members.
Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner.
Get plenty of rest.

The Big Day!
Eat a good breakfast.
Give rings to the best man.
Enjoy!

___
___
___



12

Services? Does the catered meal come full service? This 
means the caterer will handle table settings, wait staff, bar 
service and cleanup in addition to food preparation. If neither 
the caterer nor the venue provide tables, chairs, dinnerware, 
napkins and other necessities, you’ll need to be prepared to rent 
them yourself. 

Menu? Do you have a specific type of food in mind? Find a 
caterer who specializes in the style of cuisine you’re after and see 
if you can try samples before you hire. Don’t forget to ask your 
caterer if they can handle any special food requirements your 
guests may need, such as vegan, gluten free and kid’s meals, and 
if these will cost extra. 

Cost? What’s the average price range and does the caterer 
offer packages? Catering will be a huge part of your budget, 
so take your time to weigh all options. Find out how many 
appetizer and entrée choices come with the package; are costs 
itemized or does the caterer offer an all-inclusive rate? 

Cake? Does the caterer provide wedding cakes, as well? You 
may be able to save if you can get your cake included in your 
catering package rather than going to a separate baker.  

Alcohol? Will the caterer provide alcohol or do you need 
to handle the bar separately? There are usually two ways caterers 
(or venues) charge for bars: a set fee per person or by the 
amount of alcohol consumed. Most caterers provide the alcohol, 
but it can save you money to supply it yourself. Though check 
with your caterer or venue first to see if they charge a corkage 
fee, which could derail your savings plan.  

Time? You’ll need to talk to you caterer about timing 
logistics such as delivery, setup and breakdown, and if there 
are additional fees for any of these. Find out how much time 
they’ll need to set up and what time they will need access to the 
wedding site on the day of the event.  

Questions
to Ask Your Caterer

The who, what, when, where, why and 
how of feeding your guests can be 

endless. Use this guide to make sure you 
cover all your bases when hiring a caterer.  

Clark's Cuisine is a catering company featuring Chef Mike's 
Mexican, BBQ Italian and custom menu options. Here at Clark's 

Cuisine, great food is what we do. Clark's Cuisine has created 
healthful, customized dining experiences that honor fresh and 
�avorful cuisine. Contact us to �nd out how we can cater your 

next event. Catering in Joplin and surrounding area.

clarkscuisine.com | 417.622.9906 | 2707 E 32nd St Ste 5 Joplin
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Meghan Markle Mania 
The Duchess of Sussex has inspired many of this year’s trends, including clean lines and simple 
tailoring, boat necks and high-neck halters (inspired by her reception dress).

Two Pieces
Crop-tops are making their way from the runway to the aisle. Separates hit the scene a few 
years ago, but the matching crop-top/high-waisted skirt combo is still making a big splash.

Polka Dots
For the fun bride who loves a touch of whimsy, dotted dresses popped up all over spring 2019 
runways in fabrics like flocked tulle and point d’esprit (a.k.a. Swiss dot).

Metallics
Gold and silver accents as well as full-blown disco-inspired gowns ruled the runways. For the 
bride who loves glitz and glamour, a metallic dress is a fun break from the ordinary.

Blue
Why not make your “something blue” your entire gown? For the bride who breaks the rules, 
blue is the non-traditional color of the year with designers sending dresses down the runway 
in everything from soft powder blue to deep violet.

Wedding Gown Trends

For the modern bride who’s always in 
style, here are the top wedding gown 

trends of 2019:

 For 2019
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Wedding 

precisioneventsllc.com • 417.437.4006 • 2707 E 32nd St Joplin

Design • Planning • Rentals
Getting married? As we plan your wedding, our full-service 

planning and design team becomes the buffer between 
tedious logistics so you’re absolutely free to participate in 
the process while we do the heavy lifting. On your wedding 
day, while you partake in the celebrations, we’ll be quietly 
managing the details, the flow, and the production, giving 
you the space you need to fully enjoy your special day!
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Ballgowns are back. 

After seasons of the boho bride in flowing sheaths, designers are returning to dramatic full 
skirts fit for a princess.

Rococo wedding cakes. 

Let them eat cake! Dessert tables have gotten creative over the years, but there’s nothing 
quite like a grand, towering wedding cake. Think metallic touches, ornate trim and show-
stopping flowers.

Three-piece suit for grooms. 

After years of more casual alternatives for menswear, 2019 will see the return of the classic 
three-piece suit. A fitted, impeccably tailored design will be perfect for a sleek, elegant 
wedding.

White. 

It’s a nice year for a white wedding! This year, many brides forego the eclectic, colorful trends 
of recent years in favor of classic white flowers and décor.

A Return to 

The influence of the wedding of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle can be seen everywhere this wedding 

season. Inspired by the classic elegance of their majesty’s 
matrimonials, brides are embracing a return to tradition and 
formality.

Opulence
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TODAY.
FOREVER BEGINS

428 S Main St • Joplin, Missouri 64801
417-623-2800 • newtonsjoplin.com

Mythos
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1. Not making a schedule for the day. The photos, the ceremony, the reception – oh my! 
There’s a lot to do in one day. Create an itinerary of how everything will go down with 
plenty of time to revise. This will cut down on chaos and confusion the day of and ensure 
you have enough time to do everything without rushing. 

2. Not allocating enough time for photos. A common mistake many couples make is not 
realizing how time consuming photos can be, especially when coordinating large-group 
photos. Make a game plan with your photographer ahead of time about the types of 
shots you want and how long he/she estimates they will take.  

3. Not setting a time limit for speeches. Another scheduling snafu to avoid is allowing 
speeches to drag on too long. An overly long or boring speech can kill the vibe. While 
you can’t control what the best man will say, you can make sure they keep it within a 
10-minute time limit. 

4. Not planning for rain. This one only applies to outdoor weddings, but you’d be 
surprised how many couples simply cross their fingers and hope for perfect weather. No 
matter what the forecast says, have a plan B ready. 

5. Assuming 10 percent of guests won’t come. Ignore that old statistic that 10 percent of 
those you invite will RSVP “no.” Err on the side of caution and assume everyone is coming. 
You’ll be in trouble if guests show up and have nowhere to sit. 

Top Five Wedding Planning Mistakes to Avoid

Even with the help of a wedding planner, making sure your wedding day goes off without 
a hitch can be a big challenge. The following are common mistakes to avoid for smooth 
sailing into happily ever after. 
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1. Make the Announcement. The first step is to let everyone in on your exciting news. 
Some couples send an announcement in the mail while others opt for a Facebook post. 
Just be careful – not everyone is on Facebook, so be sure to tell close family and friends 
before you make the post. Next, check with your local newspaper about engagement 
announcement pricing and details. Optional: Do an engagement photoshoot and use 
beautiful, professional photos for your announcements.

2. Create the guest list and set the budget. Bust out a notebook, pen and calculator – it’s 
time to make your guest list and budget. These two go hand-in-hand because they 
greatly influence each other, so as you consider costs, you may realize where you need 
to add or subtract from the guest list. Also, think about aspects of your wedding where 
you know you’ll want to splurge, like photography or food. 

3. Set the Date. Sit down with your fiancé and consider the following: How much time 
you’ll need to plan and prepare, the time of year you’d like to wed and cost-saving 
strategies. Couples can save money by having their wedding during the off-season 
or on a week day, so setting the date with your budget in mind will help you decide.

4. Book the Venue. Since venues book quickly and usually require advanced notice, it’s 
important to put venue shopping high on your checklist. Having your budget, date 
and guest count already determined will help you weed out venues that don’t fit your 
needs.

5. Send Save the Dates. Save the Date announcements are typically sent no less than 
six months before the wedding. A fun idea is to make your Save the Date a custom 
magnet so your guests can keep the lovely reminder on their refrigerator leading up 
to the event. Please note: Everyone who gets a Save the Date must also receive an 
invitation, so make sure your guest list is finalized.

6. Throw an Engagement Party. Whew! You’ve made some tough decisions, so now it’s time 
to have a little fun! An engagement party can be anything from a backyard barbecue 
to an elegant dinner. It’s also a great time to give gifts asking friends to be bridesmaids 
or groomsmen (or bridesguys and groomsgirls)!

Guide to Being Newly Engaged

Congratulations, bride-to-be! Your sweetheart popped the question, there’s a 
beautiful ring on your finger, and…now what? With all the details of wedding 
planning to consider, it can be difficult to know where to start. As a newly 
engaged person, here’s a list of items to check off first.
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Wardrobe
Bridal Gown

Tuxes

Bridesmaids

Flower Girl

Ring Bearer

Shoes

Headpiece/Veil

Lingerie

                               

Beauty
Makeup

Hair

Accessories

Tanning

                               

Boutiques /  Accessories / Beauty

Notes
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                                       

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                       

Cake/Desserts
Wedding Cake

Groom’s Cake

Cake Topper

Server

Toasting Glasses

Cookies

                               

                               

Catering
Rehearsal Dinner

Reception

Hors d’oeuvres

                               

                               

Cakes & Catering

Notes
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Flowers/Décor
Bride’s/Bridesmaids Bouquets

Corsages/Boutonnieres

Centerpieces

Altar/Pew Decor

Flower Girl Petals

Balloons

Candles

Ring Pillow

Reception Decorations

Miscellaneous Fees

                               

Music/Entertainment
Ceremony

Reception/Band

Fireworks

                               

Florist /  Décor / Entertainment

Notes
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8-Acre Garden • Japanese Pavilion 
Gazebo • Open Grassy Areas 

Vendor Entrance • Electrical Access

www.lendonwood.com
Grove, OK • 918.786.2938

1 mile west of Main Street on Har-Ber Road
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                                       

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Jewelry
Engagement Ring

Wedding Bands

Bridesmaid Gifts

                               

Photography
Engagement Photos

Wedding Photos

Videographer

                               

Stationery
Invitations/Thank you notes

Guest book/Pen

Seating and Place Cards

Announcements

Napkins

Postage

                               

Jewelry / Photography / Stationery

Notes
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Amelie & Roxy ?
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                       

                                                       

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Notes

Rentals
Tents

Tables/Chairs

Linens

Lighting

                               

                               

Transportation
Limousine

                               

Misc.
Childcare

Gratuities

Guest Hotel

Guest Favors

                               

Rentals /  Transportation / Misc.
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Vendor

                                                      

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Notes

Rehearsal Dinner

                                           

                                           

Ceremony

                                           

                                           

Reception

                                           

                                           

Site Fee

Officiant’s Fee

Marriage License

Venues
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Notes
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Wedding Services Directory

Lovewel l 
Boutique Salon
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Wedding Services Directory

BIG R’S BBQ, JOPLIN, MO
Big R’s BBQ has been serving quality smoked meats for 
almost 20 years. “R” menu ranges from hand-cut steaks, 
flame broiled to perfection, to sandwiches, salads, and 
more.  Big R’s is more than just Bar-B-Que – “We have the     

 meat, you can’t beat!” 1220 E. 15th St.. Joplin, 417-781-5959. $

-1201-

-uncorked-

All  that  Music
mobile DJ service

making your spec ial event one to remember .
for years to come

4 1 7 . 8 3 0 . 4 5 9 9
w w w . a l l t h a t m u s i c d j . c o m
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Wedding Services Directory
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The Loft 
at Keith Farms 

	

	

G B           

T h e  G a m b r e l  B a r n   

Wedding Services Directory
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The
EVENT CENTER

The Emerson is a new, unique and luxury event space on 32nd Street in Joplin, 
Missouri. The venue features a ballroom, full bar and lounge area, outdoor 
patio, valet service, acoustical lining and an in-house chef. If your vision is 

modern and elegant, then this is the venue for you! Easily accommodating up to 
230 guests, The Emerson is the perfect place to have your next event! While the 

Joplin area offers a variety of more rustic, barn-like venues, The Emerson is 
grand and classy. Everything is simple, elegant and with white tones, like a 
blank canvas ready for creating a one-of-a-kind event. Finn’s, a full bar and 

lounge area in The Emerson, will be your new favorite place to relax and have a 
drink. With classy signature cocktails, a relaxed and sophisticated atmosphere, 
warm fireplace, and an outdoor patio, it is perfect for small gatherings. Finn’s 
alone will easily hold up to 20 guests. The Emerson and Finn’s combined will 
hold up to 250 guests. Also, don’t forget about our exclusive in-house chef! 

Chef Mike with Clark’s Cuisine is a food expert with just the right touch to make 
your celebration even more special. We are now showing our event center and 

booking events. Contact us today!
emersonandfinns.com | 417.624.3466


