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FAVORS AS

P E R S O N A L I Z AT I O N  I S  O U R  S P E C I A LT Y !

AS THE DAY ITSELF.

510 S Kentucky Ave  Joplin, MO    |    417.623.7171    |    candyhousegourmet.com    |        @candyhousegourmet
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Just got engaged? Congratulations! 

If you’re thinking, “Okay, now what,” don’t worry, we’ve got you covered. As 
we round out proposal season (40 percent of engagements occur between 
December and February), we are so excited to present the 2021 Wedding 
Guide to our local brides-to-be. We understand the days and months leading 
up to your wedding can be a big mixture of excitement and anxiety, so we are 
here to help!  

Many brides can become overwhelmed by all the choices and details to consider. That’s why 
we included a handy checklist on page 10. This list covers everything you need to know, from 
the engagement party to honeymoon, all in one place. You’ll find easy-to-follow checklists 
covering clothing, food, florals, decor, entertainment and more. There is space to track your 
spending so you can stay on schedule and on budget. When it comes to choosing your 
vendors, we also have the area’s best names in business right here in one place. 

Have you heard of the micro-wedding trend? Check out page 12 for reasons to consider 
keeping your guest list small and intimate but go even bigger on style! 

What about the big day itself? Page 14 has advice for planning your wedding schedule to 
make sure you have plenty of time for all the special traditions you want to include. 

For help choosing your aesthetics, page 16 has the biggest trends forecasted for 2021. Take 
one and run with it or add your own quirky spin.

Speaking of what to include or not include, our “Save and Splurge Tips” on page 18 will help 
you determine where your dollars are best spent. 

Finally, keep things drama-free at your reception with a seating chart. The “who, what, where, 
why and how” of guest seating is on page 20. 

Congratulations from all of us at Show Me The Ozarks Magazine! May your wedding day be a 
dream come true!

Joplin Regional Area Wedding Guide is published annually. Copyright 2021 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
No portion of this publication may be reproduced without permission from the publisher.  

Editor photo by Angela Spieker, Artistic Expressions Photography.
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The Organized Bride’s Checklist
Countdown

___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___

12 Months Before
Settle the budget: decide who will pay for what.
Hire a wedding consultant.
Schedule your minister and begin premarital counseling.
Reserve wedding and reception sites.
Book the caterer, baker, florist, photographer, videographer, musicians and DJ.
Create the guest list.
Select and confirm your attendants.

8-10 Months Before
Reserve a block of hotel rooms for out-of-town guests.
Register with at least three gift registries.
Order your wedding gown.
Begin planning the honeymoon.
Order invitations and announcements.
Schedule an engagement photo session in time to have photos by month 6.
Begin planning the rehearsal dinner.
Meet with your florist for ideas. 

6-7 Months Before
Choose the men’s formal wear.
Order all the attendants’ dresses.
Select music for the ceremony and reception.
Send engagement announcement to newspapers.
Meet with the baker to choose the wedding cake and groom’s cake.
Choose your hairstyle.

4-5 Months Before
Meet with your florist to finalize decisions and place order.
Order all decorations not covered by florist, including rental items.
Order napkins and other reception necessities not covered by caterer.
Meet with the caterer to select menu.
Meet with a photographer and a videographer to select packages.
Meet with the musicians and DJ to finalize decisions.
Finalize honeymoon plans, make all the reservations, and order all tickets.

3 Months Before
Order wedding bands.
Purchase gifts for all the attendants and your fiancé.
Plan the seating arrangements for the rehearsal dinner and reception.
Make two appointments with your beautician – one for a trial run and one for your 
wedding day.

to Wedded 

BLISS
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___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___

___
___
___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___ 

___
___

___
___
___

2 Months Before
Mail the wedding invitations.
Finalize accommodation arrangements for out-of-town guests.
Submit all tuxedo sizes with the formal wear store.
Purchase your shoes, lingerie and other wedding-day accessories.

1 Month Before
Pick up wedding rings.
Complete all final fittings.
Have your bridal portrait taken.
Finalize plans for the rehearsal dinner.
Prepare all the necessary forms for name and address changes.
Have your programs printed.
Write thank-you notes as you receive gifts.

2 Weeks Before
Get the marriage license.
Give invitations to the rehearsal dinner.
Make sure you have all the clothes, shoes and accessories you’ll need before, during 
and after the wedding.
Buy clothes and supplies for the honeymoon.
Reconfirm honeymoon reservation and transportation plans.
Address announcements to mail on your wedding day.
Touch base with caterer, baker, florist, photographer, videographer, musicians and DJ.
Start “breaking in” your wedding shoes at home.
Create a wedding day schedule to hand out at the rehearsal.

1 Week Before
Provide the caterer with a final guest count. 
Throw or attend the bridesmaids’ party and give their gifts there.
Appoint someone not in the wedding party to handle last-minute concerns.
Try on everything you plan to wear the day of the wedding, including undergarments 
and jewelry.
Pack for the honeymoon.
Pack your wedding-day bag.

The Day Before
Relax! Enjoy the company of a few close friends and family members.
Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner.
Get plenty of rest.

The Big Day!
Eat a good breakfast.
Give rings to the best man.
Enjoy!

___
___
___
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THE MICRO-WEDDING TREND

With the onset of COVID-19, many couples opted for micro-
weddings last year. With so many perks to having a small 

wedding, the trend doesn’t seem to be fading any time soon.  
More Creative Venue Options - Restaurants. Art Galleries. Gastropubs. Backyards. 
A smaller guest count opens up a world of possibilities.

Highly Intentional Design - In the world of weddings, more people=more 
expense. A micro-wedding frees up your budget for Pinterest-perfect flowers, china, 
linens, fashion, food, invitations and more. 

More Flexibility with Timing - Fewer guests means less-conflicting schedules to 
contend with. Consider the off-season or a major holiday, or perhaps a unique time of 
day, such as a wedding brunch or midnight ceremony.  

More Quality Time with Guests - Why have a wedding day when you can have a 
wedding weekend? Your small crew can celebrate all weekend long with a pre-wedding 
cocktail party, post-wedding brunch, a pool party, a daycation … the possibilities are 
endless!  

Welcome Boxes - Last year, couples began providing welcome boxes complete with 
masks and hand sanitizer. The trend of giving a little comfort box to each guest is likely 
to stay. A micro-wedding means you can pack more per box. 
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EVENT CONSULTING & DECOR 

Wedding Decor Rentals &
Wedding Coordination

417.437.4006 | athenaeventsllc.com
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Creating Your 
Wedding Day  
TIMELINE
One important but often-overlooked 

aspect of wedding planning is creating 
a schedule of the big day. A schedule 
helps plan for all the traditions you want 
to include and helps avoid any slow or dull 
moments for your guests.
Pro tip: If you can’t afford a wedding planner, you can hire 
a day-of coordinator to keep your wedding day on schedule. 
You can thank us later.  

Will you include a first look? Whether or not 
you include a first look will determine a lot about your 
schedule. For example, if there is no first look, you’ll need 
to coordinate with your photographer for photos after the 
ceremony versus before. 

Which traditions are in? Which are out? Is the first 
dance important to you but cutting the cake is not? When 
making your wedding day schedule, consider how much or 
how little time to give to each event based on your personal 
preferences. 

Consider the time of year. Weather and daylight hours 
will determine a lot about your schedule. If the sun sets at 
5 pm, consider an earlier ceremony. If it’s still blazing hot 
outside at 5 pm, consider a later ceremony. 

What’s important to your guests? Think about your 
friends and family and how they like to celebrate. Would 
your folks love a long, traditional ceremony or something 
short and sweet? Are they the type to dance the night away? 
Do you hang out with a bunch of foodies? Your schedule 
can reflect how you and your people like to get down.     

Pad, pad, pad. A common complaint newlyweds report 
is that the day felt rushed. Be prepared for each event to 
take longer than expected and pad your schedule so you 
can relax and savor each moment instead of rushing to the 
next thing.  
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TOP DESIGN TRENDS 
W hether you’re going for a glamorous vibe, a laid-back 

feel or somewhere in between, there is inspiration to be 
found in the hottest wedding trends predicted for 2021.  
1) Roaring ‘20s 
The ‘20s are back! This year, expect to see more throwbacks to the roaring decade 
including beaded gowns, art-deco detailing, industrial modern venues and lots  
of glitter.  

2) Sumptuous Linens 
Pooling tablecloths, opaque drapery, velvet everywhere -- thick, elegant fabrics are 
having a moment in 2021.

3) Richly Saturated Colors 
Pastels have made way for the deep jewel tones of increasingly popular fall and winter 
weddings. Think burgundy, plum, emerald, turquoise and black. 

4) New Neutrals 
Free-spirited, California-vibe weddings are a hit with neutral color palettes, including 
shades of terracotta, rust and sage. Don’t forget the pampas grass and succulents! 

5) Custom Neon Signage 
Neon signs continue to be huge in 2021. Add a personalized touch and some serious 
coolness to your wedding with a unique neon sign. 
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GOOD THINGS HAPPEN HERE

417.624.3466 | finnsjoplin.com 

Wedding Catering
Catering to your needs

Receptions and showers
Indoor/outdoor

Bu	et meals/plated dinners
Specialty gourmet options
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The Ultimate

C reating your budget can be one of the biggest 
challenges of the wedding-planning process. 

These things aren’t cheap! Here are some ideas for 
where to save and where to splurge.

Save: Invite Fewer People 
Each person you invite will need 
an invitation, a chair, a meal, a 
table setting, whew! That’s just the 
beginning. When you think of your 
wedding budget in terms of cost 
per person, it makes it a little easier 
to scale back. 

Save: Consider a 
Smaller Bridal Party 
Even if your bridesmaids and 
groomsmen pay for their 
own clothing, you’re still 
shelling out more for gifts, 
hair and make-up, bouquets 
and boutonnieres, rehearsal 
dinner guests, etc.  

SAVE & SPLURGE TIPS
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Splurge: Paper Invitations 
This one doesn’t have to be a big splurge, but 
snail mail invitations are still the way to go 
(versus digital) for many couples. Some older 
relatives might not have internet or Facebook, 
and people really do enjoy getting a beautiful 
invitation in the mail. 

Save: Skip the Extras
There are a lot of little not-so-necessary 
extras that can really add up. You can 
totally skip Save The Dates, programs 
and/or wedding favors if you want to. 

Save: The Bar 
The bar tab is a huge wedding 
expense. If a cash bar is out of the 
question, opt for beer and wine only. 
It’s usually a fraction of the price. 

Splurge: Photography 
When all is said and done, your photos 
are how you’ll remember your wedding 
day. An excellent photographer will 
make a world of difference. 

Splurge: Planner or  
Day-of Coordinator 
Many newlyweds regret not hiring 
someone to be in charge. It’s nice to 
have someone there to handle the 
details so you can kick back and enjoy 
your special day.
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Seating Charts
The Who, What, Where, Why and How

To seating chart or not 
to seating chart? This 

increasingly foregone 
wedding tradition has its 
merits and deserves to 
make a comeback. Here’s 
the lowdown on wedding-
seating charts and why 
you should consider 
having one. 
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Why have a seating chart? They can help avoid awkwardness as people try to decide 
where to sit and who to sit with. It also avoids an empty table or over-crowded table. 

Where should guests be seated? The general rule of thumb is “VIP Family 
Members=Closer Seats.” Parents and grandparents are usually seated at tables closer 
to the bride and groom, while co-workers and the younger crowd won’t be offended if 
they’re seated further away. 

Who sits together? Group people based on their relationship to you. Seat you co-
workers together; your college friends together; and so on. And those feuding relatives? 
Separate tables.

How do guests find their seats? The two mainstays are either a large seating chart or 
escort cards. As far as how you present them? The possibilities are endless! 

What faux pas should be avoided? The singles table. Not all singles are trying to 
meet someone, and your single friends might resent feeling as though they’ve been 
inadvertently set up on a blind date.  
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Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Wardrobe
Bridal Gown

Tuxes

Bridesmaids

Flower Girl

Ring Bearer

Shoes

Headpiece/Veil

Lingerie

                               

Beauty
Makeup

Hair

Accessories

Tanning

                               

Boutiques /  Accessories / Beauty

Notes
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                                       

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                       

Cake/Desserts
Wedding Cake

Groom’s Cake

Cake Topper

Server

Toasting Glasses

Cookies

                               

                               

Catering
Rehearsal Dinner

Reception

Hors d’oeuvres

                               

                               

Cakes & Catering

Notes
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8-Acre Garden • Japanese Pavilion 
Gazebo • Open Grassy Areas 

Vendor Entrance • Electrical Access

www.lendonwood.com
Grove, OK • 918.786.2938

1 mile west of Main Street on Har-Ber Road

Notes



26

Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Flowers/Décor
Bride’s/Bridesmaids Bouquets

Corsages/Boutonnieres

Centerpieces

Altar/Pew Decor

Flower Girl Petals

Balloons

Candles

Ring Pillow

Reception Decorations

Miscellaneous Fees

                               

Music/Entertainment
Ceremony

Reception/Band

Fireworks

                               

Florist /  Décor / Entertainment

Notes
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Notes
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                                       

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Jewelry
Engagement Ring

Wedding Bands

Bridesmaid Gifts

                               

Photography
Engagement Photos

Wedding Photos

Videographer

                               

Stationery
Invitations/Thank you notes

Guest book/Pen

Seating and Place Cards

Announcements

Napkins

Postage

                               

Jewelry / Photography / Stationery

Notes
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Notes
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Vendor

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                                       

                                                       

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Notes

Rentals
Tents

Tables/Chairs

Linens

Lighting

                               

                               

Transportation
Limousine

                               

Misc.
Childcare

Gratuities

Guest Hotel

Guest Favors

                               

Rentals /  Transportation / Misc.
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Notes
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Vendor

                                                      

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

                                                       

Cost Estimate

                                                

                                              

                                                   

                                                   

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

                                              

Notes

Rehearsal Dinner

                                           

                                           

Ceremony

                                           

                                           

Reception

                                           

                                           

Site Fee

Officiant’s Fee

Marriage License

Venues
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Notes
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Wedding Services Directory

Bridal Beauty

Derma Tech  
2935 E. 18th Street • Joplin, MO 
417.206.4884 • www.derma-tech.com 

Dr Fly Salon Spa 
102 N. Range Line Rd. • Joplin, MO  
www.drflyssalon.com • 417.623.6000

Cakes/Desserts

Candy House Gourmet 
510 S. Kentucky Ave. • Joplin, MO 
417.623.7171 • candyhousegourmet.com 

Lynne’s Artsy Bakery 
1505 S. Madison St., Ste. 1 • Webb City, MO  
417.986.3428 • www.labcakes.com  
Facebook: @LynnesArtsyBakery

Catering

Finn’s Catering 
2707 E. 32nd St., Suite 5 • Joplin, MO  
417.622.9906 • www.clarkscuisine.com

Club 609 • www.club609.com 
609 S. Main St. • Joplin, MO  
417.623.6090

Club 1201 • www.club609.com 
1201 E. 32nd Street • Joplin, MO  
417.626.0032

Crabby’s Seafood Bar and Grill 
815 W. 7th St. • Joplin, MO  
417.206.3474
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Wedding Services Directory

All  that  Music
mobile DJ service

making your spec ial event one to remember .
for years to come

4 1 7 . 8 3 0 . 4 5 9 9
w w w . a l l t h a t m u s i c d j . c o m

Kascade Steakhouse 
988 S. Country Club Rd • Carthage, MO 
417.553.7357 • Find us on Facebook

Mythos 
www.mythosjoplin.com 
1306 S. Range Line Rd. • Joplin, MO  
417.624.6984

Red Onion Catering Co. 
203 E. 4th • Joplin, MO • 417.623.1004 
417.529.0485 • www.redonioncafe.com

Entertainment/DJ Service

All That Music 
www.allthatmusicdj.com • 417.830.4599

Judy’s Ballroom Dance Lessons 
Judy Schneider, Instructor • 417.392.0215 
3950 Newman Rd. • Joplin, MO

Event Rental & Services

Athena Events 
2715 E. 32nd St. • Joplin, MO 
athenaeventsllc.com

Florist/Decor

Countryside in the City 
422 S. Joplin Ave. • Joplin, MO  
417.781.3719 • www.countrysideflowers.biz

Webb City Florist & Greenhouse 
www.webbcityflorist.com 
1001 S. Jefferson • Webb City, MO 
417.673.3780 or 417.483.3141
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Wedding Services Directory

Jewelry
Newton’s Jewelers 
5th & Main • Joplin, MO • 417.623.2800

Photo Booths
Three-2-One Foto Booth 
yomamacitae.wixsite.com/three-2-onefotobooth 
417.455.3406 • three2onefotobooth@gmail.com

Photographers
Artistic Expressions Photography 
www.joplinexpressions.com • 417.623.3168

Focused Memories by Mandy 
www.focusedmemoriesbymandy.com 
417.439.9771

Travel
GalaxSea Cruises & Tours 
www.galaxseaonline.com • 417.451.5468 
210 US 71 Business • Neosho, MO

Venues
2S Venue and Event Center 
4586 Jute Road • Seneca, MO 
417.437.4006 • www.2svenue.com  
Facebook: @2svenue

Amadeus Ranch 
www.facebook.com/amadeusranch  
4861 Kentucky Road • Seneca, MO • 417.850.0980

Civil War Ranch 
www.civilwarranch.com • 417.237.0771 
11838 Civil War Road • Carthage, MO 
www.facebook.com/CivilWarRanch

Downstream Casino Resort 
69300 Nee Rd. • Quapaw, OK • 918.919.6136 
jtucker@downstreamcasino.com  
www.downstreamcasino.com
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Wedding Services Directory

Greenwood Springs Event Center 
www.GreenwoodSpringsJoplin.com 
Find us on Facebook

Har-Ber Village  
On Grand Lake O’ The Cherokees 
4404 W. 20th Road • Grove, OK 
918.786.6446 • info@har-bervillage.com 
www.har-bervillage.com 

Hidden Grace Venue 
11936 Hammer Road • Neosho, MO  
417.592.5566 • www.hiddengracevenue.com

I Do Event and Wedding  
7300 E. 20th St. • Joplin MO 
417.437.2705 

Indigo Sky Casino and Resort  
www.indigoskycasino.com  
Hwy 60 west of Seneca • 1.888.992.SKY1

La Rose Blanche 
1977 S. Dry Creek Lane • Joplin, MO 
417.438.9075 • Find us on Facebook

Lavern’s Wedding Chapel 
www.lavernsweddingchapel.com  
15 B SE Street • Miami, OK • 918.542.4806 

Lendonwood Gardens 
www.lendonwood.com 
1 mile west of Main Street on Har-Ber Road  
Grove, OK • 918.786.2938

Little Sugar Farm Glamping & Gathering 
552 Slinkard Road • Jane, MO • 214.783.0544 
Facebook: @LittleSugarFarmhouse  
Instagram: @Little_Sugar_Farm  
www.littlesugarfarm.com 
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Wedding Services Directory

The Loft at Keith Farms 
4843 N. Farm Road 53 • Ash Grove, MO 
417.830.4599 • allthatmusicdj@gmail.com  
www.theloftatkeithfarms.com

Memorial Auditorium 
Downtown Pittsburg, KS 
620.231.7827 • maccinfo@pittks.org  
www.MemorialAuditorium.org

Northwood Arts & Event 
115 N. Wood St. • Neosho, MO 
417.389.4726 • www.northwoodarts.com 
northwoodartsandevent@gmail.com

Rendezvous Room at River Ranch Resort 
101 River Road • Noel, MO 
800.951.6121 • events@riverranchresort.com

The Silver Spoon Barn 
4975 E. Zora • Joplin, MO • 417.499.0069 
www.thesilverspoonbarn.com 

Stella Springs  
20344 Hwy O • Stella, MO • 417.628.3418 
www.stellaspringswedding.com

The Sterling Event Center 
www.facebook.com/thesterlingeventcenter 
4975 E. Zora Street • Joplin, MO • 417.499.0069

Venue 105 
6960 County Road 105 • Carthage, MO  
venue105.com Facebook: @Venue105 
Email: host@venue105.com

Zena Suri Alpacas 
www.zenasurialpacas.com • 804.389.2579 
35401 S. 580 Road • Jay, OK

Venue 105
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Notes

Wedding Services Directory
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